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ABOUT ROSARY HARTEL O’NEILL

Rosary Hartel O’Neill is the author of 25 plays, 16 published by Samuel
French, Inc., and 3 books of nonfiction The fourth edition of her text,
The Actor’s Checklist, is used in schools nationwide.

Recent awards include: publication of her book New Orleans Carnival
Krewes: The History, Spirit and Secrets of Mardi Gras by The History
Press (2014) with signings at the Arthur Seelen Theatre in NYC and the
Faulkner Festival, New Orleans.

The Art of Voodoo and Spirituality in 19th century New Orleans (co-
authored with Rory Schmitt) is to be published in October 2019 by The
History Press. The textbook Director as Artist will be published in 2020.

A Senior Fulbright Drama Specialist: 2013-2019, Rosary just completed an invitation with Philippe
Adrien, Artistic Director of the The Theatre de la Tempete The Cartoucherie in Paris. Other awards
include a fellowship to the Ashland Shakespeare Festival for a workshop read of her play Degas in New
Orleans, the debut of the musical version of this play at Bard College in 2014 followed by one in New
York City on February 13, 2015, a Renaissance Fellowship in March to study at the Actors Studio in NYC
where she is a writing member, and one in April to the Tyrone Guthrie Center in Ireland. In June, Rosary

will teach a workshop at Omega Institute, Rhinebeck, NY Writing Your Monologue as a Way to Leave
Your Legacy.

From 1983-2001 Rosary was a tenured Professor of Drama and Speech at Loyola University, New Or-
leans. From 1986-2001 she served as the Founding Artistic Director of Southern Repertory Theatre, the
leading equity theatre in New Orleans. Author photo by D.C. Larue



NOVELS

Love amd Hurricanes is as story of forbidden
love between Kitten, a runaway housewife,
and Beau, her college professor. As the hur-
ricane flings them into the Louisiana swamps
far beyond the boundaries of civilized New
Orleans, she discovers the secret of who she is

BOOKS: NON FICTION

* The Director As Artist: Play Direction Today,
Holt, Rhinehart & Winston, Publishers to be pub-
lished in 2020.

*» The Actor’s Checklist: A Guide for Creating
the Complete Character, Wadsworth, Publishers,
l%@lmont, California. (4th edition )

» New Orleans Carnival Krewes: the History,
Spirit and Secrets of Mardi Gras, The History
Press, 2014

*» The Art of Voodoo and Spirituality in 19th cen-

tury New Orleans (co-authored with Rory Schmitt)

is to be published in October, 2019 by The History
Press.

Degas in New Orleans is based on a true story
of the celebrated painter Edgar Degas’ scan-
dalous visit to New Orleans in 1872. Edgar
comes to New Orleans to salvage his brother’s
cotton business and to reclaim his family life
in the maternal city of his mother.

Sweet Opium is a 61,000 word Gothic novel
of forbidden love set in Pre-Katrina, New
Orleans on the Gulf of Mexico. Sistie Legere,
a teenage girl abandoned by her mother, is left
with a narcissistic grandmother at Serenity, the
19th century family compound.




PLAYS

BLACKJACK: THE THIEF
OF POSSESSION

COMEDY: Blackjack follow an eccentric South-
ern family as it is forced into the close quarters of
a Mississippi cruise ship.
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PLANE LOVE

ROMANTIC COMEDY: Inspired by the love
story of Clark Gable and Carole Lombard, Plane
Love is a contemporary fictional play about two
love struck icons engaged in a spiraling series of
emails which become increasingly more personal

A LOUISTANA GENTLEMAN

CoMmepy: Three utterly different New Orleans
women have come to help Malter, a dedicated
medical student, revive his life.
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JOHN SINGER SARGENT & MADAME X

RomanTic CoMEDY: John Singer Sargent, an
up-and-coming artist is eager to collaborate on a
portrait that would catapult him and Madame X,
the most beautiful woman in Paris, to the pinnacle
of society.




BURIED ALIVE

COMEDY: In the 19th century, B“ —
Marie Laveau, a voodoo priest- —J - =
ess finds herself buried alive '
in New Orleans and calls upon |zt y
magic to bring her back to life.

Historically, Marie Laveau was
the daughter of a white planter
and a black free woman. She

was born in the French Quarter
of New Orleans.
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MONTGOMERY CLIFT AND THE ALL -
GIRL FAN CLUB

COMEDY: Six months
after a devastating car
crash, Montgomery
Clift finds his face
unrecognizable after

surgery.
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MARILYN/GOD
[T

ROMANTIC COMEDY:
In this play, Marilyn
confronts voices in her
head to validate her life
as an actress.

JAMES DEAN AND THE DEVIL

DRAMA: James Dean, lost on the highway of
death, after his car crash enters a life review &
tries to get forgiveness for pursuing fame.

skskosk

THE AWAKENING OF KATE CHOPIN

W DRAMA: A post-Civil
is War epic of the first

— = great American woman

novelist. Kate Chopin,
B4 author of The Awaken-
4 .

e ! ing, must pick between

_ﬂ/ # her dying husband and

et <

# her lover, the wealthy

planter next door.
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BECKETT AT GREYSTONES BAY

DRAMA: A young writer faces love, death
and the challenges of creating a joyful life.

Setting: A rocky coast of Ireland in the
1930’s




UNCLE VICTOR

CoMEDY: In 1899 the
Mallory family, running
Waverly Sugar Planta-
tion, confront a totally
changed Louisiana.
Uncle Victor makes a
beautiful woman central|
to choices that affect
a town, a state, and a
world.
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DEGAS IN NEW ORLEANS

DRAMA: This play takes place in the brief
period (1872) just after the Civil War when a not
yet famous Edgar Degas lived in a New Orleans
which was wracked with poverty, economic
devastation, and ugly racism.

WHITE SUITS IN SUMMER

ComEepy: Celebrity artist Susann determines to re-
claim her lost love, Blaise, now married to a sedate
New Orleans socialite.
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WISHING ACES

CoMEDY: Housewife/student Kitten and teacher
Jamie Ellis confront a hurricane in a makeshift
depot in the Louisiana swamps two hours from
New Orleans.




PROPERTY THE WING OF MADNESS/
THE DEATH SPIRAL (LONGER VERSION)
CoMEDY: A young artist, Rooster Dubonnet, suf-

. . . . CoMEDY: Set in a tack
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SOLITAIRE

COMEDY: This is a play about manipulation and
what happens to family members’ dreams when
the odds are stacked against them.
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TURTLE SOUP

CoMEDY: A young woman fights for her
inheritance as her “dying” uncle mocks her life
and that of her actor husband.







